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James D. Wolfensohn Receives 2009 RussellWhitehead Business Humanitarian Award at
Ceremony in New York

O

n March 31, the former President of the World Bank James D.
Wolfensohn received the 2009 Russell-Whitehead Business Humanitarian
Award at a ceremony in New York.
The award was presented by BHF
Honorary Co-Chairmen George F.
Russell, Jr. and John C. Whitehead,
Wolfensohn’s exemplary leadership in

From left to right: Mr. Maresca, Mr. Whitehead,
Mr. Wolfensohn and Mr. Russell

bringing about far-reaching institutional reforms and reshaping the World Bank’s
approach to development.
The ceremony was attended by senior guests from the private sector, UN personalities, Ambassadors from various countries as well as representatives from leading
NGOs.
In their remarks, Mr. Russell and Mr. Whitehead honored Mr. Wolfensohn for
adopting a much more inclusive, cooperative and decentralized decision-making
process at the World Bank and redirecting the focus on the manifold aspects of
poverty reduction while at the same time increasing the accountability of governments to their own societies
Mr. Wolfensohn giving
acceptance speech at ceremony

In his acceptance remarks, Mr. Wolfensohn emphasized the importance of private
sector involvement in humanitarian projects and stressed the importance of sustained economic growth to overcome conflict and poverty.

The Russell-Whitehead Business Humanitarian Award is named after the two Honorary Co-Chairmen of the BHF,
George F. Russell, Jr. and John C. Whitehead. The award was established in 2004 to honor an outstanding personality or organization for having made a significant contribution to facilitating private sector efforts to bring sustainable investment, job creation and economic development where they are needed most, and to encourage corporations to honor their responsibilities toward the larger society (see also award ceremony press release on p. 3).

The BHF Marks its 10th Anniversary

T

o celebrate 10 years of cutting-edge leadership by the BHF, including innovative economic development as well as humanitarian projects in some of the world’s most difficult regions, the two BHF
Honorary Co-Chairs, George F. Russell, Jr. and John C. Whitehead as well as the President of the BHF
Association Council, John J. Maresca, invited notable friends and supporters of the BHF to a special
anniversary dinner in the historic main hall of the Grand Central Terminal in New York City. Discussion and commentary centered on the BHF’s achievements during the past decade as well as prospects
for future projects and conferences.

Upcoming BHF – UPEACE Workshop on Rethinking CrossSector Partnerships in Times of Economic Crisis

T

he BHF and the UN-mandated University for Peace’s Centre for Executive and Professional
Education in Costa Rica will host a joint one-day workshop on Rethinking Cross-Sector Partnerships in
Times of Economic Crisis on June 25 in Geneva. Interested representatives from the private and public
sectors, UN organizations, NGOs and academia can obtain further information on the event from BHF
Project Assistant Ms. Pavret, at apavretdlr@bhforum.org or +41 22 795 18 07.

BHF Staff News

T

he BHF welcomes new staff member Ms. Anaïs Pavret de la Rochefordière who joined the team
as Project Assistant in mid-February.

The Business Humanitarian Forum
Maison Internationale de l’Environnement II
7-9 chemin de Balexert, 1219 Châtelaine (Geneva), Switzerland
Tel: +41 (0)22 795 1800
Fax: +41 (0)22 795 1809
Email: bhinfo@bhforum.org
Website: www.bhforum.org

Press Release
New York, Geneva – March 31, 2009
James Wolfensohn Receives Russell-Whitehead Business Humanitarian Award
__________________________________________________________________________________
The Business Humanitarian Forum Association has presented its annual Russell-Whitehead Business Humanitarian
Award to former President of the World Bank, Mr. James D. Wolfensohn, for his exemplary leadership in bringing
about far-reaching institutional reforms and reshaping the Bank’s approach to development. The award was conferred during a ceremony in New York on March 31 and attended by numerous heads of UN agencies, embassies as
well as government and private sector representatives.

The Business Humanitarian Forum Association (BHF), established in 1999, encourages private sector support
for humanitarian efforts, and promotes sustainable economic development where it is needed most. The BHF
does this by arranging for direct private sector involvement and investment in post-conflict and developing countries, and by providing training and facilitating dialogue between public organizations and private companies.
The BHF has initiated and carried out several humanitarian and economic development projects in different parts
of the world and has helped create partnerships between business, humanitarian agencies and local governments.
The Russell-Whitehead Business Humanitarian Award is named after the two Honorary Co-Chairmen of the
BHF, Mr. George F. Russell Jr, and Mr. John C. Whitehead. The award was established in 2004 to honor an outstanding personality or organization for having made a significant contribution to facilitating private sector efforts to bring sustainable investment, job creation and economic development where they are needed most.
The 2009 award has been presented to the Ninth President of the World Bank, Mr. James D. Wolfensohn, in recognition of his leadership in adopting a much more inclusive, cooperative and decentralized decision-making
process while at the same time increasing the accountability of governments to their own societies.
By redirecting the focus on the manifold aspects of poverty reduction, Mr. Wolfensohn not only put the interests
of the Bank’s most deprived clients first, he also spearheaded international efforts, notably the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals.
At the same time he reengaged with the Bank’s original mandate of post-conflict recovery and reconstruction, in
the recognition that overcoming conflict and poverty requires sustained economic growth through a constructive
partnership with the private sector.
The first award was presented to Mr. Rory O’Riordan, President of the European Generic Medicines Association, for his work in bringing the resources of the generic pharmaceutical sector to bear on providing essential
medicines to post-conflict and developing areas. The second awardee, in 2006, was Mr. Farooq Kathwari, CEO
of Ethan Allen Industries, for his humanitarian efforts relating to the problems of Kashmir. The third award was
presented to the former Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan, in honor of his exemplary
work in encouraging responsible business policies and private sector support for humanitarian agencies of the
United Nations.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Further information:
More information on the Russell-Whitehead Business Humanitarian Award and the BHF can be found on
www.bhforum.org or via the BHF Secretariat in Geneva at +41 (0)22 795 18 00 or info@bhforum.org

